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RABIES(Animal)

IDENTIFICATION

CLINICAL DESCRIPTION: Anamostinvariably fatal acuteencephal omyelitiscaused by the
rabiesvirus.

REPORTINGCRITERIA: Laboratory confirmation.

LABORATORY CRITERIA FORCONFIRMATION:

e Detectionof rabiesviral antigensby direct fluorescent antibody test performedon
central nervoussystemtissue, OR

e |solationof rabiesvirusincell cultureor aninocul atedlaboratory animal.

KENTUCKY CASEDEFINITION: A laboratory confirmedinfectionwithrabiesvirus.

ACTIONSREQUIRED/PREVENTION MEASURES
KENTUCKY DISEASE SURVEILLANCE: Nonerequired.

EPIDEMIOLOGY REPORTSREQUESTED: Noneregquested. TheK entucky Department for
L aboratory ServicesnotifiestheDivis onof Epidemiology andHea thPlanning of positiverabies
diagnoss.

PUBLICHEALTHINTERVENTIONS:

e Forfollow-upon knownrabidanimals, ascertainthenatureof all physical contact theanimal
had with humansor other animal sduringthetwoweeksprior toitsdeath. Obtain
informationregarding contact withsalivaor saliva- contaminatedfomitesduringthistime
period.

CONTACTSFORCONSULTATION

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH, DIVISION OFEPIDEMIOLOGY
ANDHEALTHPLANNING, STATEPUBLICHEALTHVETERINARIAN: 502-564-
3418.

KENTUCKY DEPARTMENT FORPUBLICHEALTH,DEPARTMENT FOR
LABORATORY SERVICES: 502-564-4446.
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